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Vinland Games 2010 
By Friderich Swartzwalder 

On May 8th, the Shire of Blak Rose 
hosted the Vinland Games.  The 
games were a rousing success and 
even managed to make a small 
profit.  Windy and threatening 
weather kept some people away, but 

we still had close to 90 attendees for the event.  The 
day started off with a schedule of classes that ran 
through the day.  The  classes were well attended, 
and our teachers did an excellent job of presenting 
their material.  Many of the classes ran over their 
time slots as the attendees kept wanting more.  Sev-
eral of the teachers commented that they were 
stopped later during the day to go over some parts of 
their classes again.  The Shire was pleased to have 
the Skogar Þrostur - a Viking faering (four-oared 
boat) based on the Gokstad faering that was pre-
sented by Mistresses Anarra Karlsdottir and Ana 
Ilevna.  Thanks to all who taught classes, and thanks 
to Aidan for organizing the classes. 

Our heavy weapons tournament was sparsely at-
tended but was very well fought.  Eric was the win-
ner of the regularly scheduled Holmgang style tour-
nament by a score of 3 kills to one over Blak Rose’s 
own, Mikael.  Eric was awarded the two seats at 
Odin’s table for the feast.  Eric was unable to stay 
for our feast, so he presented his two seats to Mikael 
in honor of Mikael’s efforts.  Master Wulfgar who 
was marshalling our tournament, then came up with 
his own tournament.  This was the “Master Wulf-
gar’s Reverse Experience” tournament (tm, patent 
pending, copyright 2010, etc….).  In this tourna-
ment, the fighters had to win by registering as many 
kills as they had years experience in fighting.  This 
meant that Eric had to reach 13 kills before Mikael 
got one.  We are pleased to report that Mikael repre-
sented the Shire by winning this tournament.  Spe-
cial thanks to Siobhan for volunteering to be the 
MOL for the tournaments. 

Alana presented the archers with a very challenging 
woods walk tournament.  The high winds were ne-
gated by the dense trees, which allowed the archers 
to compete.  The course was both praised and cursed 
by the archers.  Several of the archers, including 
visitors from other kingdoms stated that this was one 
of the best courses they had ever competed on.  The 
winner of the archery competition was Sam from 
Owlsherst.   Special thanks goes out to Girl Scout 
Troop 10800 for their help with making the targets 
and setting up the course,  and to Mikael for provid-
ing the hay bales for the archery competition, and 
finally to Victor of Shrewsbury for loaning some of 
the targets used.   

The silent auction was quite successful and helped 
the event to show a profit.  Sol did a great job of 
organizing the auction and rounding up the items 
with many donated by Sol herself.  Sol and the inter-
shire music group, “Skyn, Wynd, and Wyre,” per-
formed several well received numbers before the 
feast.  Several members of the group also performed 
various pieces throughout the day.  As usual, they 
put on a great performance and all should be com-
mended for their efforts. 

Continued on page 2 

Skogar Þrostur (Viking faering boat) demo at Vinland Games 2010.  Photo submitted by 
Friderich Swartzwalder. All rights reserved 2010. 
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Vinland Games 2010 Archery Report  
By Alana O’Keeve, Archery Marshal 

Finally, what was possibly the best part of the day, the food!  Keterlyn 
and her assistants, Elena and Lillian, did a great job with the day board 
and feast.  The food was plentiful and well prepared.  After an initial 
problem with the stove that forced the first two courses to be swapped, 
the feast went off without a hitch.  Odin’s Table amazed many in atten-
dance.  Most expected to get a special dish for winning a seat, not an 
entirely separate feast.  The herbed fish, the Cornish game hens, pheas-
ant, mushroom gratin, and the armored turnips all got rave reviews.  The 
homemade cheeses and breads were also a huge hit.  One comment we 
received was that Keterlyn put on two feasts (the regular and Odin’s 
table) using a kitchen better suited for a family of four.  Huge thanks to  
EVERYONE who pitched in and helped out in the kitchen.  All the help 
was greatly appreciated.   

I would like to thank everyone who helped make the event such a great 
success.  Orrin and Aidan for the original concept of the event, and Ai-
dan again for being the co-autocrat.  I would list everyone by name who 
contributed in some way to the event, but I’d have to list pretty much 
everyone from the shire, and quite a few from the surrounding shires as 
well.  Again, thank you all for making this such a great event.   

With that said, there is one person I do want to single out:  Mikael.  Mi-
kael really went above and beyond for the event.  Mikael was there to 
help set up for the event.  He provided the hay bales for the archery tour 

nament; then hauled all the bales to where they were needed and hauled 
them back out at the end of the day, and also helped take down and clean 
up the archery range.  Mikael fought in our heavy weapons tournament 
and was awarded two seats at Odin’s Table by the winner of the tourna-
ment as the winner was unable to stay for the feast.  Mikael gave one of 
his seats at Odin’s Table to Eogan.  He later learned that another couple 
had bid on two of the Odin’s Table seats, but only one of them had won 
a seat.  Mikael chivalrously gave up his own seat at Odin’s Table so that 
his couple could both have seats.  He then went straight to the kitchen to 
see how he could help and spent the entire feast serving tables.  Mikael 
also stayed late and helped to clean up after everything was done.  So 
from myself - Vivat Mikael! and Vivat to everyone who worked so hard 
to make this a great event. 

Vinland Games 2010  (Continued from page 1) 

I consider the archery portion of the Vinland Games on 
May 8th, 2010, to be a smashing success!  Girl Scout 
Troop 10800 helped me set up the roving range from 
9:00am to 11:00am.  Although the forecast was for 
steady 20 mph winds, with gusts of up to 40 mph, we 

decided to set up anyhow, as we were down in a vale, and hoped that 
the winds would pass above us.  Mikael came with hay bales, and set 
them up for us behind the targets as we went to provide extra stability.  
Samuel le Medier (of OwlsHerste) showed up early and strung off the 
multiple entrances to the area with caution tape.   

Two groups of 5 archers each went through the course, which took 
about 2 hours to go through.  The first group consisted of myself, three 
of the girls from the Troop, and one other gentle who came along just 
in time.  The high score from this first “test group” was a 12. achieved 
by one of the girls.  The next group that I took through at 1:30 con-
sisted of Samuel, Jeremy (who hadn’t been to one of our events be-
fore), and 3 outsiders.   

The high shooters from the second group were Samuel, and one of the 
outsiders.  They shot turn and turn about at one of the targets, until 
Samuel out shot him.  A Viking drinking horn carved with a wolf was 
the prize for the tourney.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Girl Scout Troop 10800 also helped me tear down the range, which was 
a HUGE help!  The Girl Scouts had also helped design and paint about 
half of the targets, without which we would not have been able to run 
this event.  They are to be much commended for their hard work and 
dedication to this project. 

I was told by several people that I design an “evil” course, and that they 
would love to come back to shoot with Blak Rose again.  One gentle 
from outside said it was the best course he’d shot.  I hope to continue to 
improve/develop our courses and have archery be a “feature” for Blak 
Rose and surrounding events. 

Archers at Vinland Games 2010 take shots at peasants in the woods walk tournament.  Photo 
submitted by Friderich Swartzwalder.  All rights reserved 2010. 

More photos from Vinland Games 
can be found throughout the news-
letter.  Please enjoy! 
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Chronicler’s Notes 

Greetings unto the populace of Blak Rose!   
I hope that everyone is staying cool and hydrated 
during this summer heat wave we’ve been experienc-
ing.  I’ve been spending my time in my cool house 
while working on this edition of The Thorn.  As al-
ways, the newsletter is filled with lots of information 

both in the form of articles and shire communications.  I hope you find 
them pleasing and informative.   

This edition of the newsletter contains several articles summarizing our 
most recent Shire event, Vinland Games 2010.   I am sure you’ve al-
ready spent time reading these articles before venturing upon my blurb.  
Vinland Games was such a huge hit for the Shire with the expectations 
getting higher for next year.  Another Spring event is being planned for 
next year.  With luck, the fall issue of the newsletter will contain infor-
mation about the next Spring event.  

Several special items have been included in this issue.  Our dear Excheq-
uer, Lord Alistair the Tall, has written a Question and Answer formatted 
article.  It’s a spin-off from the ‘Dear Castellan’ column featured in past 
newsletters.  Please check out Lord Alistair’s article located on page 9! 

Another special item in this issue is a Memoriam (on page 8) created for 
Pedro Gonzalez, Jr., a member of the Shire of Silver Rylle, whom passed 
away in late April.  His wife, Mairghreicc (June), is the Seneschal of 
Silver Rylle.  I would like to thank Mairghreicc for providing me with 
both oral and written consent to place a Memoriam for Pedro in this 
issue of our newsletter.  Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your 
family.  

I would also like to give a special thanks to Friderich Swartzwalder for 
providing me with photos from Vinland Games as well as the article on 
the event.  These  items are both great additions to this issue.  Vivat! 

As you may have noticed, or will notice as you flip through the rest of 
the newsletter, the look has changed a bit.  I have been trying to 
“redecorate” the newsletter in order to give it a new and fresher appeal.  
There is a new Blak Rose badge border located at the top of each page, 
which has been created by Tuathflaith.  Thank you, Tuathflaith!  Also, I 
spruced up the Blak Rose Calendar page by creating blocks for each 
month and adding clipart to give it the feel of an illuminated scroll.  If 
you have any ideas for updating the newsletter, please contact me.  I am 
open to suggestions.   

The Fall issue of the newsletter deadline is October 15th.  Please provide 
me with your submissions by October 1st.  There is no theme, so as 
usual I’ll accept any topic.  Maybe you’ll find a muse at Pennsic and 
write me a mountain of articles.  One can only hope!    

Thanks to everyone who submitted items for the newsletter.  I value your 
initiative  and hard work.  Vivant!   

 

Yours in Service, 
 

Lady Lucrezia Spinelli 

Blak Rose Chronicler 

Fighters at Vinland Games (Left photo).  Senora Sol la Cantor singing during musical performance at Vinland Games (Right photo).  Both photos submitted by Friderich Swartzwalder.  All rights reserved 2010. 
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Directions to Shire Business Meeting   

Trails and Trees Environmental Center, Eberly Lane, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 

Upcoming Business Meetings:  July 10 and  September 11 

From all directions: 
Take your best route to US - 15 S. 

Take the PA-114 EXIT toward BOWMANSDALE/
MECHANICSBURG 

Turn RIGHT onto PA-114/S MARKET ST. 

Turn LEFT onto GETTYSBURG PIKE. 

Turn RIGHT onto S. YORK ST. 

Turn RIGHT onto EBERLY LANE. 

END at Environmental Center (no outlet). 

 

MEETING INFO: 

Only 10 cars are permitted to park in the lot.  We are per-
mitted to park in the Middle School lot if needed.  There is 
a paved walking path from the school to the center. 

There is a Port-a-Castle onsite. 

All meetings in July and September at this location begin 
at 10am.  We have the site until 2pm.  Please feel free to 
bring along a project or food to share.  Any A&S activities 
planned for after the meeting will be announced on the 
Blak Rose Forum (the link can be found on page 12).   



 Blak Rose Calendar of Events  
 July through October 
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1 - 15  Pennsic War 39 

5  Blak Rose Archery practice*, 5pm-dusk,  
 Tuathflaith’s home** 

12 Blak Rose Archery practice*, 5pm-dusk,  
 Tuathflaith’s home** 

19  Blak Rose Archery practice*, 5pm-dusk,  
 Tuathflaith’s home** 

22  Intershire Music practice, 3pm, Giant Store at 
 Linglestown, PA** 

26  Blak Rose Archery practice*, 5pm-dusk,  
 Tuathflaith’s home** 

29  Intershire Music practice, 3pm, Giant Store at 
 Linglestown, PA** 

1 Blak Rose Archery practice*, 5pm-dusk,  
 Tuathflaith’s home**  

8  Blak Rose Archery practice*, 5pm-dusk,  
 Tuathflaith’s home** 

10  Shire Business Meeting, 10am, Trails & Trees 
 Environmental Center (see pg. 4) 

11  Intershire Picnic, Noon till Dusk, Lord Victor’s 
 home in Etters, PA** 

18  Intershire Music practice, 3pm, Giant Store, 
 Linglestown, PA** 

22  Blak Rose Archery practice*, 5pm-dusk,  
 Tuathflaith’s home** 

25  Intershire Music practice, 3pm, Giant Store, 
 Linglestown, PA** 

29  Blak Rose Archery practice*, 5pm-dusk,  
 Tuathflaith’s home** 

30 - Aug.  15 Pennsic War 39  

2  Blak Rose Archery practice*, 5pm-dusk,  
 Tuathflaith’s home** 

9  Blak Rose Archery practice*, 5pm-dusk, 
 Tuathflaith’s home** 

11  Shire Business Meeting, 10am, Trails & Trees 
 Environmental Center (see pg. 4) 

16  Blak Rose Archery practice*, 5pm-dusk,  
 Tuathflaith’s home** 

19  Intershire Music practice, 3pm, Giant Store at 
 Linglestown, PA** 

23  Blak Rose Archery practice*, 5pm-dusk,   
 Tuathflaith’s home** 

26 Intershire Music practice, 3pm, Giant Store**  

1 Deadline, Fall Newsletter Submissions 

2  Shire Business Meeting TBA 

7 Blak Rose Archery practice*, 5pm-dusk,   
 Tuathflaith’s home**  

9  Blak Rose Demo:  Pumpkin Fest (Details TBA) 

9 Montevale Event:  Panathenaea Festival & Games 

15  Deadline, The Thorn (Fall Issue) 

July August 

September October 

* Archery practice is weather permitting.     

** Please contact the Chronicler, Lady Lucrezia, for directions 
or info.  

Dates in Bold print refer to Blak Rose specific events. 

NOTE:  There will not be a Shire Business Meeting 
in August due to Pennsic War.  Thank you.  
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Shire Business & Announcements 

Announcements 

♦ Happy Birthday Blak Rose!  In this year of our Lord 
2010, we are celebrating our 25th birthday as the Incipi-
ent Shire of Blak Rose.  History:  In 1985, the Shire of 
Blak Rose was formed and began its incipiency.  Our 
first Seneschal was Baron Robert de la Tor.  In 1987, 
TRM removed this title and we finally became a full-
fledge Shire.   

♦ Vivat Blak Rose for a fantastic Spring 2010 event!  
Vinland Games was held on May 8, 2010 at the H.M. 
Levitz Memorial Park in Grantville, PA.  

♦ Vivat to Sol la Cantor!  She received a Golden Lyre 
award at the Court of TRM Konrad and Brenwen on 
February 20th at East Kingdom Bardic Champions. 

♦ The Intershire Music group was newly renamed at the 
beginning of the Spring season.  Please let me introduce 
to you, “Skyn, Wynd, and Wyre.”   

General Business 

♦ The position of Chamberlain, keeper of the Shire Be-
longings, has been created and filled by Lucrezia 
Spinelli as of the May 1, 2010, Shire business meeting.  

♦ Pumpkin Fest Demo:  currently being planned by Lord 
Aidan the Hostile for October 9, 2010.  Details TBA 
at the July business meeting. 

 

 

♦ Shire Property/Library:  It is our goal to make a list of 
Shire owned books as well as Kitchen and A&S related 
property.  Shire property is currently in the homes of sev-
eral shire members.  We need to consolidate this property 
in one location, if possible.  If you have any Shire property 
in your possession, please contact the Chamberlain, Lady 
Lucrezia (contact info on last page). 

Arts & Sciences 

♦ Skyn, Wynd and Wyre (Intershire Music group) practices 
are being led by Señora Sol la Cantor.  Summer practices 
are being held twice a month at the Giant Food Store in 
Linglestown at 3pm.  Check out the Calendar of Events on 
page 5. 

♦ Due to a growing local interest in the Scribal Arts, Magda-
lena Gdanska has created the SWEK Scriptorum Yahoo 
group list.  If interested join the yahoo group at 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SWEKScriptorum/  .  
Monthly gatherings will take place to teach and learn 
about the Scribal Arts.  

♦ Archery practice has begun!  Practices in Blak Rose are 
held every Thursday from 6pm till dusk at Tuathflaith’s 
home.  For more info please contact our Archery Marshal, 
Alana O’Keeve (info can be found on the last page).   

 

East Kingdom Announcements 
♦ TRM Edward & Marguerite are seeking small handmade items to be given as gifts to the royalty of the Middle Kingdom as well as to our Al-

lies at Pennsic War 39.  The list is as follows:  inkle or card woven trim, veils, veil pins, buckles, brooches, badges, pins, beads, woven wire 
chains, buttons, combs, illuminations, lucet, naalbinding and pottery.  Please contact the Blak Rose Chronicler, Lady Lucrezia, for contact info 
on getting the contributions to TRM. 

♦ On May 8, 2010, Gryffith & Aikaterine FitzWilliam became the EK Prince and Princess.  TRH will become King & Queen  at Coronation on 
September 24-26 in the Barony of Iron Bog.   

♦ HRH Aikaterine FitzWilliam is with child.  TRH are expecting a Princess Royale in late July.   

 



July 

2-5 *RP* Northern Region War Camp - Glenn Linn (Warrensburg, NY) 

16-18 East Kingdom War Camp - Eisental (Lehighton, PA) 

31-8/15 *RP*  Pennsic War XXXIX 

August 

28  It Takes My Child to Raze a Village - Bhakail (Philadelphia, PA) 

September 

3-6 Swamp Thynge XX, The Best of - Caer Adamant (Middletown, DE) 

10-12 Demo: Green Lane Scottish/Irish Festival - Hartshorn-dale (Green Lane, PA) 

17-19 Lakewood Ren Faire XXIX - Carillion (Lakewood, NJ) 

18-19 Wrightstown Village Renaissance Faire - Buckland Cross (Newtown, PA) 

24-26 *RP* Coronation of Gryffith II & Aikaterine II - Iron Bog (Williamstown, NJ) 

October 

9  Panathenaea Festival and Games - Montevale (Shippensburg, PA) 

16  Swamp Swap and Flea Market - Settmour Swamp (Flemington, NJ) 

22-24 Ghosts, Ghouls & Goblins - Carillion (Manalapan, NJ) 

23  Crown Tournament TBA 

30  The Stranger’s Ball - Gleann nam Feorag Dhuibhe (Media, PA) 

November 

6  Artisan’s Challenge, Display and Workshop - Hartshorn-dale (Blue Bell, PA) 

 

*RP* = Royal Progress 

 Events of Interest  
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ARE YOU READY  

FOR WAR? 

It’s that time of year again.  Dust off 
your armor, air out your tent, save 

your pennies… 

PENNSIC WAR 39 

July 30 - August 15, 2010 

Be Ready! 

PENNSIC WAR 39 

Countdown 

24 Days 

18 Hours 

5 Mins 

30 Secs 
(As of 7-5-10 on www.pennsic.net) 
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In Loving Memory of 

Pedro Gonzalez, Jr. 

 1954 - 2010 

Good Gentles, 

I wish to express my heartfelt thanks.  Your 
thoughts, prayers and words of support have been 

of great comfort these past months. 

Mairghreícc “June” 

Seneschal, Shire of Silver Rylle 

Pedro Gonzalez, Jr., 56, died Monday, April 26, 
2010, at his residence.  He was the husband of June 
E. Whalen-Gonzalez, to whom he was married 26 
years on January 4. 

Born in Lebanon, on January 30, 1954, he was the 
son of Pedro Gonzalez, Sr. of Cleona, Pa. and the late 
Gloria Gonzalez. 

He was a 1973 graduate of Hershey High School; in 
1981 he received a B.S. Degree in Human Resources 
from Pepperdine University, California, and in 1989 
he received a Masters Degree in Business Adm. 
From Central Michigan University. 

He had been a Sgt. First Class for the U.S. Army and 
U.S. Army Reserves at Indiantown Gap Military 
Reservation, Annville, for 24 years, retiring in 2000.  
He served in the Persian Gulf. 

He was a member of Mary Gate of Heaven Catholic 
Church, Myerstown; member of the National Arbor 
Assn.; National Rabbit Breeders Assn.; Governors 
Council of Hispanic Community and was an active 
member of the Society of Creative Anachronism. 

In addition to his wife and father, he is survived by a 
daughter, Joele and husband Brad Maus of Sinking 
Spring; foster daughter, Samantha Bates of Hershey; 
grandchildren, Alexis, Jacinda and Trenton Maus; 
sisters, Gloria wife of Frank Pulli of Palmyra, Cecelia 

Burns of San Diego, Calif., and Aida Waite of Palm-
dale; brothers, Robert Adams of Hummelstown, 
Charlie Gonzalez of Annville, and Manuel Gonzalez 
of Harrisburg; and several nieces and nephews.  He 
was preceded in death by a brother, Lewis Adams. 

Pedro Gonzalez, Jr. in the SCA.  Photo  submitted by June 
Whalen-Gonzalez.  All rights reserved 2010. 
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Excuse Me, Exchequer?  By Lord Alistair the Tall 

Uh…. (looks up from the Shire checkbook) Yes? 

Can I ask you some questions? 

Wait.  What? Me? Sure! 

Q: Aren’t we a non-profit organization?  Why do we need a 
bank account?  What do we use that money for? And most 
importantly, how can I use that money? 

A: Good questions!  To start off with, yes, the SCA is a non-profit 
group.  It is a participatory educational organization, in which we all 
teach and learn from each other by joining in activities and trying out 
new and varied projects and crafts.  Take a look at sca.org or ask your 
seneschal for more information. 

Being non-profit doesn’t mean we can’t have, spend, or make money.  It 
DOES mean that no one person can profit/gain from the money the 
group makes.  But to put on events, buy crafting items for the shire, have 
food at events and gatherings, and so on, we need to have money.  And 
so, we have an SCA checking account with our money in it.  And I can’t 
emphasize this enough: it truly is OUR money!  We use that money 
mainly to reserve lodges and parks to hold events at, and to purchase 
food for great feasts at the event.  We have used shire money in the past 
to buy all sorts of feast and kitchen gear, print and copy advertising, 
newsletters, and promotional pamphlets, and even make gifts for the 
royalty!  In fact, we’ve been talking of trying to save up to buy a pop-up 
tent for our events.  In the end, it’s OK for the shire to make money, as 
long as the shire uses it again to further the purposes of the SCA. 

If you want to use that money, the main thing to do is ask the shire about 
it!  If you have a good idea that will benefit the shire (or our neighbors, 
too!), come run your idea past us.  If you need to buy anything ask my-
self and the seneschal.  We’re the ones that sign the checks, and we both 
need to OK a purchase.  If we give you the OK, you go buy what you 
need, and bring the receipts to me.  I’ll total it all up, and write you out a 
check to reimburse you for what you spent.  Please note, I won’t write 
you a check beforehand.  It’s much easier, and much more recordable, to 
have your receipts and give you a reimbursement.  I know that’s a lot of 
‘ifs’ up there, but don’t let that put you off!  We’re happy to spend on 
good projects! 

 

 

 

 

 

Q:  I see a lot of talk about ‘pre-regging’.  What is this, and 
why should I do it? 

A:  You should pre-reg because your exchequer and event trolls will 
love you for it! 

Slightly more seriously, pre-reg is short for pre-registration (soft gee 
sound), and is basically signing up for an event before you ever reach it.  
Virtually every event announcement will say something like “send reser-
vations to”, allowing you to reserve your spot at an event.  This is espe-
cially important for a feast - often they have limited seating, and you 
should reserve early to ensure you get something good to eat.  Often 
(though not always) pre-regging for an event can net you a discount of a 
few dollars. 

But where this is really important is on the other side of the event 
kitchen door.  It’s tough, really tough, to plan a feast if you don’t know 
how many people are coming.  By pre-regging, you tell us event plan-
ners to take you into account when deciding how much food to make.  
Otherwise, we have to take a best guess, and that can be wildly off very 
easily.  If we advertise a big feast, but only ten people sign up before the 
pre-reg deadline, do we just cook for those ten? Do we cook for eighty, 
and hope those other seventy people show up?  If we cook for eighty and 
only forty show up, that’s a lot of money spent for nothing, and a lot of 
food that might be wasted.  So that’s why I said we’d love you if you 
pre-reg!  You make our lives so much easier when you do. 

A last note about pre-regging.  I , as event troll, love getting pre-reg 
checks that include a letter.  The letter should tell me who you are (I 
don’t often know the mundane names on checks!), how many people 
you’re paying for, and how the money is to be split out.  A $10 event fee 
with a $10 feast seems easy for me to calculate, but start adding in $8 for 
kids to come on site, and $5 for non-member surcharges, and you can 
wind up with a strange number that could equal 1 adult entry and feast, 
plus two kids, or three adult non-members who aren’t eating, or or or…..  
This is certainly not necessary, but is a nice bit of chivalry that has a real 
and useful purpose.  Plus, I love seeing the letters, and saying ‘Hooray! 
[Insert Person Here] is coming!’ 

 

 

Thanks for letting Ye Olde Exchequer out of his cage to talk for a bit.  If you ever have any ques-
tions, don’t be afraid to ask me!  I don’t bite - the cage is only to make sure my mountain of paper-
work doesn’t become an avalanche!   

   Yours in Service, Lord Alistair the Tall Photo submitted by Friderich Swartzwalder. Edited 
by Lady Lucrezia Spinelli.  All rights reserved 2010. 
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Pskov Viking Dress 
By Magdalena Gdanska 

In 2006, during archaeological digging at an urban site in Pskov, Russia, 
textiles were discovered.  Three chamber graves contain rich items that 
were dated to the 10th century, have been found since archaeological 
activity began in this area in 2004.  The textiles discussed in this article 
were found in the third chamber.  One burial custom of the time and area 
was to include a set of clothing and accessories in the grave, for the per-
son’s uses in the afterlife.  Lucky for us, this outfit was carefully folded 
(including brooches), placed in a birch box with a leather lid, and placed 
under the floor of the chamber. 

The largest piece of surviving textile in this find measures 152 cm long 
by 25.5 cm wide.  This piece is made of three strips of silk, the top and 
bottom strip is blue and the middle strip is a purple/red.  At each lower 
corner of the bottom strip is a blue strip that suggests a border.  Also, the 
entire edge is trimmed and bound with blue silk.   

Due to the remnants of blue linen still attached to the brooches included 
in this find, most likely from the loops on the dress used to attach the 
straps to the front, it is believed these strips were sewn to a blue linen 
base fabric.  This blue linen base fabric had almost completely disinte-
grated.  This piece would be from the outer garment called in Russian, 
the Sarafan, or in Scandinavian, Hangerock (hanging skirt). 

Also found was a piece from the neck opening of a linen garment be-
lieved to be the Rubakha/Shift.  This is an interesting find because it 
shows small pleats (think of tiny cartridge pleats) bound to a linen strip.  
The ends of which were used to close a small opening for the wearer’s 
head.  Long sleeves are demonstrated by the presence of wide cuffs of 
red silk. 

The presence of silk trim suggests that this specific dress was of a cere-
monial nature.  Or possibly belonged to a priestess or wealthy person.  
There really isn’t enough fabric to definitely say what the total outfit 
would have looked like and there are several versions.  One version has 
the brooches placed directly over the breasts of the wearer.  It also in-
cludes a “train” of expensive fabric. 

Another version is one that believes there may have been two meters of 
fabric in the sarafan, which would have been draped and/or folded to be 
worn. 

The third, which is the version I attempted to reproduce, has a large 
piece of fabric wrapping around the back of the wearer, from approxi-
mately the center line of one breast to the center line of the other breast, 
leaving an opening in the front.  A separate piece of fabric is attached 
through loops to the brooches, which also attach the straps to the front of 
the body panel.  I’m not saying I think this is the most logical version.  I 
chose this version thinking that with two separate unattached pieces, the 
dress would have better ventilation and would be cooler for the wearer. 

 

 

 

 

This find only gave us “pieces” of garments.  Peter Beatson says at the 
end of his summary, “Whether these remains may in fact be open to 
other interpretations must await fuller publication of this exciting find.” 

To see illustrations of the items I’ve mentioned, please see Peter’s article 
at:  http://members.ozemail.com.au/~christandpeter/sarafan/sarafan.htm  

For an illustration of the style of dress I chose, please refer to the article 
by Mistress Sofya La Rus at:  

http://www.strangelove.net/~kieser/Russia/PskovTranslation.html  

Scroll down through the article to the sketch.  My dress is based on the 
smaller version in the lower right hand corner.  Lady Sofya, the transla-
tor of this article was recently elevated to the Order of the Laurel for 
here Russian Studies.  Vivat! 

If you would like to do further research on this topic, please refer to the 
list of references at the end of Peter’s article. 

Magdalena Gdanska during the music performance at Vinland 
Games 2010.  She is  wearing her version of the Pskov Viking 
dress.  Also pictured is a fellow choir member, Kim.  Photo submit-
ted by Friderich Swartzwalder.  Edited by Lady Lucrezia Spinelli. 
All rights reserved 2010.  
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Cold Hard Cash  
By Eleazar ha-Levi 

“Cold Hard Cash” 

By Eleazar ha-Levi 

m/k/a Lew Wolkoff 

To “Cold Iron” by Rudyard Kipling and Leslie Fish 

 

Trim is for the seamstress, armor for the knight. 

How-to books for craftsmen, to help them make things right. 

“Buy!” cried the merchant, sitting in his stall, 

“For cold, hard cash, be the master of it all.” 

 

So he came to Pennsic, in the summer’s heat; 

Thousands of the closest friends that he had yet to meet. 

“Stay!” warned his camp mates, “don’t go near the mall. 

For cold, hard cash is the master of them all.” 

 

Woe unto our hero and his bank account. 

He walked straight into the mall and looked him all about. 

He bought all he could buy, stopped at every stall, 

And cold, hard cash was the master of them all. 

Then his checkbook ran out; bank card melted down, 

He found himself with thirty pence, two shillings, and a crown. 

Six days left of Pennsic; resources grown small, 

For cold, hard cash was the master of them all. 

 

Our lad didn’t panic.  Need will find the way. 

He was not the only food with money there to pay. 

He laid down a blanket; on it spread his haul, 

And for cold, hard cash, YOU can be the master of it all. 

Rudyard Kipling, the author of THE JUNGLE BOOK and KIM, included poems in a number of his stories.  A few of them, “We are the Picts”, 
“Song of the Shield Wall”, etc. have medieval settings. 

A very popular science fiction fan and singer/songwriter, Leslie Fish, got permission from the British National Trust to set Kipling’s poetry to mu-
sic.  She did an excellent job, and I recommend her work, which is available on tape and CD. 

Filk songs (as science fiction fan folk songs are called) are often parodies of well-known songs.  As such, filk songs themselves sometimes get paro-
died.  What follows is my parody of the song “Cold Iron”, words by Rudyard Kipling, music by Leslie Fish.  It was written several years ago, when 
Pennsic allowed people to set up blanket merchant space on the ground near the camp entrance. 

The auction table at Vinland Games (Left photo).  Lord Aidan the Hostile teaching a class at Vinland Games (Right photo). Both photos submitted by Friderich Swartzwalder. All rights reserved 2010. 



Sign up for the Blak Rose 
Forum: 

http://www.blakrose.org/foru
m/index.php 

Check out our online quar-
terly newsletter, “The 

Thorn,” on our website. 

A free paper copy of the 
newsletter can be mailed 

upon request.  Please contact 
the Chronicler (see list). 

Newsletter Deadlines: 

The next newsletter will be 
published on October 15, 

2010.  Submissions deadline 
is October 1, 2010. 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.blakrose.org 

The Officers of the Shire 

Seneschal:                                                
Pani Magdalena Gdanska (Daria Hayman)   
(717) 564-3056 (no calls after 9pm)               
seneschal@blakrose.eastkingdom.org 

Deputy Seneschal(s):                                               
Herr Johann Lederer (Dennis Heisey)                       
Lord Aidan the Hostile (David Aughinbaugh)  

Chatelain:                                                   
Lord Aidan the Hostile (David Aughinbaugh) 
(717) 385-2556 (no calls after 10pm)             
castellan@blakrose.eastkingdom.org 

Deputy Chatelain: Lord Orm the Scop (Alan Mur-
doch)                   

Exchequer:                                                    
Lord Alistair the Tall (Nathan Crowther)                                         
(717) 763-7838 (no calls after 9pm)                
exchequer@blakrose.eastkingdom.org 

Chancellor Minor:                                      
Lady Gwenfrewy Llangynog (Melissa Owens)    
(717) 561-1722 (no calls after 9pm)    
gwenfrewy78@hotmail.com 

Librarian:                                              
Lord Orm the Scop (Alan Murdoch)              
(717)576-9038                                                 
librarian@blakrose.eastkingdom.org 

 

Chronicler:                                                  
Lady Lucrezia Spinelli (Melissa Crowther)                     
(717) 763-7838 (no calls after 9pm)      
chronicler@blakrose.eastkingdom.org  
Deputy Chronicler:  Lady Gwenfrewy Llangynog 
(Melissa Owens)    

Minister of Arts and Sciences:                                                
Herr Johann Lederer (Dennis Heisey)                    
moas@blakrose.eastkingdom.org 
Deputy A&S: Lady Gwenfrewy Llangynog (Melissa 
Owens) 

Herald:                                                       
Eleazar ha-Levi (Lew Wolkoff)                   
herald@blakrose.eastkingdom.org 
Deputy Herald:  Lady Alana O’Keeve (Rachel 
Wright) 

Web Minister:                                             
Lord Aidan the Hostile (David Aughinbaugh) 
(717) 385-2556 (no calls after 10pm)     
webminister@blakrose.eastkingdom.org 

Archery Marshal:  Lady Alana O’Keeve 
(Rachel Wright) archery@blakrose.org 

Chamberlain:  Lady Lucrezia Spinelli 
(Melissa Crowther) 717-763-7838 

This is the Summer 2010 issue of The Thorn, a publication of the Shire of Blak Rose of the Society of Creative Anachronism, Inc. (SCA, Inc.).  The 
Thorn is available from Melissa Crowther, 117 Lighthouse Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA., 17050.  It is not a corporate publication of SCA, Inc., and 
does not delineate SCA, Inc. policies.  The Thorn is available as a no fee online-quarterly publication at www.blakrose.org .  A paper copy is avail-
able for those who request it, please contact the chronicler.   

Copyright 2010 Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc.  Copyright for individual works is retained by their authors.  For information on reprinting 
photographs, articles, or artwork from this publication, please contact the chronicler, who will assist you in contacting the original creator of the 
piece.  Please respect the legal rights of our contributors.  
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Jessica & Cindy Hanwell (2010); Blak Rose Badge clipart by Tracey Hanwell (2010); Map from Google maps (2008).   All Rights Reserved. 

What is the Shire of Blak Rose? 
The Shire of Blak Rose consists of medieval and renaissance re-enactors 
who are spread across Central PA in Perry, Cumberland, and Dauphin 
counties. We are active members of a not-for-profit worldwide educa-
tional organization known as the Society for Creative Anachronisms, Inc. 
(SCA, Inc.).  The SCA is devoted to recreating the arts, sciences, skills, 
and warfare of pre-seventeenth century European culture.  For further 
information on the SCA, please check out the webpage at www.sca.org, 
or contact a local officer.  For a listing of local events, please visit the 
East Kingdom of the SCA webpage at www.eastkingdom.org.      


